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300 QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS. [Sept., 

During the period in which we were so anxious to carry on our scientific pursuits, I worked 
out the factors of the third and fourth millions. 1 Madame Courcier has offered to print them 
if the Institut will contribute a thousand francs towards the expenses. This is only 500 francs 
for each million, although the second million alone has required a sacrifice of 1000 francs. I have 
a little repugnance at proposing this request; nevertheless I shall gain nothing except the un- 
comfortable labor of correcting the proofs, which probably no one after my death would ever 
attempt. On the other hand, I have seen in the reports of the past year that 1500 francs was 
given for the printing of botanical works, and yet that the mathematical section did not make 
any expenditure of a similar nature. 

Madame Courcier has a good opinion of the sale of this work, since the English have bought 
several copies of the second million; if this hope is not maintained, she will probably increase her 
demand to such an extent that it would seem perhaps advisable to profit by the offer which she 
now makes. 

I have the honor of being, with respect, 
Monsieur, 

V. T. H. & T. O. S, 2 
Btjrckhardt 

Below there is a memorandum in Delambre's hand : 
"Granted 1000 fr. 7 November 1814," 

The letter reads so much like several that have come to my attention in recent 
years that I feel that it may contain some suggestions of value and some words 
of encouragement to those who have to meet the problem at the present time. 



QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS. 

Edited by C. F. Gtjmmer, Queen's University, Kingston, Ont., Canada. 
NEW QUESTION. 

The following question was asked by a member of the Ohio Section of the 

Association, at the meeting of April 20, 1922: 

47. Can anyone teaching the theory of investment furnish references for bond valuation 
formulas when the income rate is a varying function of the time? 

DISCUSSIONS. 

In the discussion concerning definitions, Professor Allen draws attention 
to the inexcusable carelessness of many writers on algebra in the terminology of 
complex numbers. It seems a reasonable demand that an author should use the 
terms "real," "imaginary" and "complex" in such a way that it may be definitely 
determined whether or not a given number belongs to one of these classes; and 
it is rather surprising to learn how few writers of texts have taken the trouble to 
do this consistently. 

The vagye and unsettled use of the word "imaginary" in former times can 
scarcely be blamed for the present situation. It is true that negative numbers 

1 That is, of his Table des diviseurs pour tous le nombres des premier, deuxieme et troisieme 
millions, avec Us nombres premiers qui s'y trouvent, which was published in complete form, at 
Paris, in 1817. 

2 Votre toute honors et tout obeissant serviteur. 



